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Cause of Death Register 

The Cause of Death register was rebuilt in a Qualtrics format in June 2018.  Since this time 
we have received 69 fully completed entries and another 10 or so incomplete entries which 
are mostly not included in the following analysis. 35 entries were for Females and 44, Males 
(neutering status not reported).  
 
 
The pattern of entry over 2018 to present is reasonably consistent with between 1 – 4 
entries per month (although none in Feb & March 2020 to date)  
Table 1 
 

2018 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec 
   4 2 3 3 4 4 1 3 2 4 
2019 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec 
 3 2 4 3 4 1 4 3 2 5 3 1 
2020 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec 
 2            

 
  
 

The main cause of death reported is ‘Tumour or Cancer  Related’ = 56 cases, ‘Old age’ accounted for 
5 deaths, heart  disease = 3, Liver disease = 3 (2 failure, 1 cholangiohepatitis) immune-mediated 
thrombocytopenia = 1, immune-mediated haemolytic anaemia = 1, Seizure = 1 and other = 2. 

 

Tumour types were specified for 51 entries, tumour sites are  shown in Figure 2. 

Tumour type number 

Histiocytoic sarcoma 21 

Haemangiosarcoma 10 

Leukaemia 3 

Chondrosarcoma 2 

Osteosarcoma 2 

Carcinoma, not specified 4 

Neopalsia, not specified 2 

Melanoma 2 



Lymphoma 1 

Mast cell tumour 2 

Osteosarcoma 1 

Soft tissue sarcoma 1 

 

As I looked through the entries in the new Qualtrics survey, I note that there are a number of 
inconsistencies that are of some concern. 

 Tumour site, the selected entry is often not consistent with the accompanying comment eg 
site entered = head, lip, comment ‘the tumour started in his/her shoulder’ 

 10 tumours were recorded as haemangiosarcoma, yet 7 of these were reported to affect 
‘limb, shoulder’ which is much more consistent with a histiocytic sarcoma. 

For this reason I have not attempted to analyse tumour site for this report. I wonder if it is possible 
to ask your members who have kindly entered dogs, whether we could make the process of entering 
the data easier or more clear.  I am in the process of checking whether there are any problems with 
the format of the survey at this end. 

Future Directions 

We are just starting a collaborative study on microRNA expression in Histiocytic sarcoma in with 
David Sargan (University of Cambridge) and Anna Hollis & Mike Starkey (Animal Health Trust).  The 
tumour tissue for the first part of this study will come from our large archive which was built up over 
many years through the Tumour Survey which was supported by Flatcoated retriever owners & 
breeders.  Most of the tissues have been identified and are ready to be processed once our Term is 
ended. 

 



 

 


